
 

Institute for Rural Emergency Management 

MAY 2016 VOLUME 2, ISSUE 2 

Crisis and Disaster 

Management Newsletter 

CDM Alumnus Presents CDM 

Research Project at RES/CON 2016  

 

Cont’d on page #2 

Inside this issue: 

Research Presented 1 

Caribbean Conference 1 

Research Projects 2 

Recent Graduates 2 

IEMSA Officers 2 

SEMA Conference 3 

Practicum Activities 3 

CDM Mission 4 

Faculty Information 4 

Faculty and Staff 4 

George Bucey who graduated in December 2015 re-

sponded to an invitation from the RES/CON 2016 confer-

ence planners for students to present their research. Stu-

dents were asked to submit an abstract of their research 

and those who were accepted were provided hotel accom-

modation and conference registration. George created a 

poster to present his research titled “The Effects of Socio-

economic Marginalization of Mobile Park Residents and 

Emergency Management.” George is currently working on 

a graduate degree in Sociology at UCM. The conference 

experience was meaningful.  

“It wasn't until I got back from RES/CON 2016 that I truly 

realized the depth of knowledge and experience I have 

gained through your program. The way the entire program 

is built is very transferable and easily relates to a variety 

of degrees as well as careers.  I greatly appreciate the 

versatility of this program and the doors that it continues 

to open.” - George Bucey     

The Road to Resilience 

Jeffery A. Hartle,  CFPS, MIFireE, CBCP, Assistant Professor of 

Crisis and Disaster Management, spoke at the 9th Caribbean 

Conference on Comprehensive Disaster Management in Decem-

ber 2015. The conference, held in Nassau, Bahamas, was spon-

sored by the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency 

(CDEMA), and focused on the theme of “The Road to Resilience.” 

The conference was attended by representatives of Caribbean 

national disaster offices, international disaster risk reduction pro-

fessionals, and officials from international nongovernmental and 

donor agencies. 

Mr. Hartle presented a paper titled Social Equity in Comprehen-

sive Disaster Management as part of an international panel dis-

cussing the application of the concepts of social equity in different aspects of disaster management. Hartle’s paper adopted the 

perspective that disaster managers should treat citizens, residents, and transient visitors fairly, and without bias. While public ad-

ministration often focuses on how government should function (efficiently, economically, and effectively), equity describes for 

whom government functions. Equity means treating individuals and groups fairly, unlike the concept of equality, which simply re-

quires that individuals and groups are treated similarly. Similar treatment might not result in fair treatment, especially if the least 

advantaged are treated the same as those who are the most advantaged. 
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IEMSA Officers 

Research Projects 

Graduates BS Degree Area 

Brittany  Leavitt CDM - BC 

Catherine L. Wiegand CDM - EM 

Cole Douglas Conner CDM - EM 

George David Bucey CDM - EM 

Jackson Bradley Rowe CDM - EM 

Kirstie Anne Thompson CDM - EM 

Manuel C. Vandermolen CDM - EM 

Scott David Tullius CDM - EM 

Stephen Lee Myers CDM - HM 

Toby Gene Hurst CDM - EM 

William Andrew Luntsford CDM - BC 

Project Title Researched By 

Pets and Disaster Preparedness Christina Weber 

Emergency Management Planning in Missouri’s 
County Jails 

Mark D. Funk 

Firefighter Home Fire Safety  Catherine Wiegand 

First Responder Preparedness Toby Hurst 

Emergency and Disaster Planning for Animal 
Shelters in the Kansas City Metropolitan Area 

Brittany Leavitt 

Hand Washing: Beneficial to Healthcare Work-
ers or Not? 

Amanda Tudor 

Nodaway County’s Tornados Emergency Man-
agement Notification Systems 

Justin Coulter 

Allowing Pets in Shelters Tiffani Schulze 

Smoke Detectors in Apartments Jackson Rowe Certificates Area 

Chester Herring Bonham EM 

Joshua Ryan Nelson EM 

Thomas Dawson Nail EM & BC 

Tiffani  Schulze BC, EM & EH 

 

 

President — Russell Barr 

Vice President — Stephani Peltier 

Vice President —Adriane Stringer 

Secretary — Michelle Atkinson - Williams 

Treasurer — Nick Standon 

Social equity should exist both in disaster management outcomes, as 

well as disaster management processes. Hartle’s paper concludes 

with the observation that disaster management is where government 

policies intersect with vulnerable populations, suggesting that disaster 

management professionals should be leaders in social equity.  

While attending the conference, Mr. Hartle took time to visit two fire 

stations and also spoke to emergency medical technicians who were 

on duty at the conference. In the Bahamas, the national fire service is 

part of the Royal Bahamas Police Force. All firefighters are first quali-

fied as a law enforcement officer, and then volunteer for additional 

training as firefighters before being assigned to a fire station. Alt-

hough police officers are assigned to most of the Bahamian islands, 

the fire department only operates on some of the islands, where most 

of the population lives. Many of the smaller islands, collectively called 

the Family Islands, have started volunteer fire departments to protect 

these smaller communities. 
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Practicum Activities 

Missouri State Emergency Management Conference 

Adjunct Professors Candy Adams and Ste-

ven Moody represented the CDM program at 

the Missouri State Emergency Management 

Conference.  Abe Cook, Franklin County 

EMD, CDM Adjunct Professor, and CDM 

Alumnus was a presenter at the conference. 

He and Les Boatright, Senior Enterprise 

Continuity Manager for KCP&L, and CDM 

Advisory Board Member presented on the 

“MOEMA MoCEM Process”. Current CDM 

students Sierra Thomas and Ashley Deno 

also attended the conference. 

 

George Bucey – a CDM/EM conducted 

his Practicum with the Jackson County 

Missouri Health Department. George 

was involved in such things as; attended 

FEMA IS-100B, IS-200B, IS-700A and IS

-800B training, reviewed and revised the 

Jackson County Public Health closed 

points-of-dispersals (POD) template for 

new companies who showed interest, 

conducted a complete inventory of their 

Mass Prophylaxis trailer, participated in a 

full-scale “pandemic situations” tabletop 

exercise at the Platte County Missouri 

Middle School, and also participated in a 

SEMA sponsored CHEMPACK tabletop 

exercise. According to George, “this was 

an amazing experience! I gained an in-

valuable amount of confidence from this 

practicum. I am beginning to find my 

niche and honestly feel that I can make 

significant contributions to this field!” 

Drew Hartley – a CDM/ESM conducted 

his Practicum with the Blue Springs, Mis-

souri fire department.  Drew was in-

volved in such things as; evaluating 

mass casualty incident responses, active 

violence intruder response and SOG, 

and creating a community resource list 

which involved compiling a multitude of 

resources that can be utilized by the 

Blue Springs community and then orga-

nized the resources into a database.  

According to Drew, “the practicum pro-

cess has been a beneficial experience 

and has allowed me to better understand 

the work and elements of being an emer-

gency manager.” 

Toby Hurst – a CDM/ESM conducted 

his Practicum with the Johnson County 

Kansas Emergency Management De-

partment. Toby was involved in such 

things as; updating the department’s 

Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP) 

and participated in four exercise events 

in various roles. According to Toby, 

“From evaluating technologies, recogniz-

ing the need for better  preparedness to 

aid in the response and recovery efforts 

within the county and improved continui-

ty efforts, the work completed was valua-

ble and it provided me  numerous learn-

ing opportunities.” 

William Luntsford – a CDM/BC con-

ducted his Practicum with the Richmond 

Missouri School District. William was 

involved in such things as; a review of 

the school district’s Crisis Response 

Manual, improved the plan, increased 

readiness, and helped prepare for conti-

nuity of business operations should a 

disaster occur. According to William, “I 

feel that my final products will be of great 

benefit to the school district.” 

Stephen Myers – a CDM/EH conducted 

his Practicum with Harcros Chemicals 

Inc., in Kansas City, Kansas. Stephen 

was involved in such things as; develop-

ing an emergency action plan (EAP) for 

the company’s corporate plant and at-

tending ICS 300 and 400 training. Ac-

cording to Stephen, “I think overall, this 

experience will pave ways for my future 

and it definitely opened my eyes to an 

area that did not have to do with FEMA,  

which is all I thought my degree could 

get me a career in. I have learned there 

is a whole private sector that can use 

our knowledge and is really looking for it 

as long as they know we exist. That is 

one thing I believe could be more talked 

about in our classes, that there are so 

many opportunities with companies like 

this that we can look at for future ca-

reers in the CDM field.” 

Scott Tullius – a CDM major conducted 

his Practicum with the Saddle-

back Church in Lake Forest, California. 

Scott was involved in such things as; 

creating evacuation plans, routes, and 

training protocol for multiple buildings at 

multiple sites, as well as safety compli-

ance audits. 

Catherine Wiegand – a CDM/EM con-

ducted her Practicum with the Franklin 

County Missouri Emergency Manage-

ment Agency. Catherine was involved in 

such things as; an SSM exercises, 

school safety reviews, THIRA meetings, 

and a Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hos-

pital Pediatric Multiple Casualty Incident 

drill series. According to Catherine, “I 

learned a lot about how politics and 

government funding effect the actions 

and capabilities of a county EMA. I 

learned the everyday operations of a 

professional EMA and about emergency 

management technologies that are used 

on a regular basis such as Web EOC, 

weather tracking, resources manage-

ment programs, and disaster planning/

mapping.” 
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Crisis and Disaster Management 
 Mission Statement 

 
The Crisis and Disaster Management degree program at the University 

of Central Missouri facilitates individual professional development in a 

student-centered learning environment. This multidisciplinary curriculum 

focuses on the principles of mitigation, preparedness,  response, and 

recovery in an integrated program of study. Citizens will benefit from the 

services of degreed crisis managers in the event of natural or man-

made disasters. The more resilient community will benefit from the in-

creased economic stability resulting from reduced financial losses in 

business and industry. 

Crisis and Disaster Management 

 Emergency Management 

 Business Continuity 
 Emergency Services Management 

 Environmental Hazards 

Harmon College of  Business 

and Professional Studies 

F IND  US  ONLINE  AT  

WWW .UCMO .EDU/ IREM  

The CDM program has an outstanding cadre of practitioners to teach in 
the CDM program. Look here http://www.ucmo.edu/irem/cdm/
faculty.cfm for bios and pictures. We are all here to contribute to your 
learning, get to know us. 

Faculty and Staff Contacts 

Dianna Bryant 

(Program Coordinator, Associate 

Professor) 

bryant@ucmo.edu Adam Crowe 

(Adjunct Instructor)  

acrowe@ucmo.edu  

Terry Butler 

(Director, Missouri Safety Center) 

tbutler@ucmo.edu Todd Farley 

(Adjunct Instructor) 

tfarley@ucmo.edu 

Jeff Hartle 

(Assistant Professor) 

hartle@ucmo.edu Clinton Fields 

(Adjunct Instructor) 

fields@ucmo.edu 

Ronda Weinmann 

(Office Professional) 

weinmann@ucmo.edu Jeff Johnson 

(Adjunct Instructor) 

jsjohnson@ucmo.edu 

Michelle Atkinson-Williams  

(Graduate Assistant) 

mjawilliams@ucmo.edu Randy Kearns 

(Adjunct Instructor) 

kearns@ucmo.edu 

Sharad Shrestha 

(Graduate Assistant) 

sshrestha@ucmo.edu Dorothy Miller 

(Adjunct Instructor)  

dlmiller@ucmo.edu 

Felix Acevedo, Jr.  

(Adjunct Instructor) 

acevedo@ucmo.edu Stephan Moody 

(Adjunct Instructor) 

moody@ucmo.edu 

Candace Adams 

(Adjunct Instructor) 

adams@ucmo.edu Scott Neu 

(Adjunct Instructor) 

neu@ucmo.edu 

Les Boatright 

(Adjunct Instructor) 

lboatright@ucmo.edu Jordan Villwock  

(Adjunct Instructor) 

villwock@ucmo.edu 

Abe Cook 

(Adjunct Instructor)  

acook@ucmo.edu Peter Webb 

(Adjunct Instructor) 

pwebb@ucmo.edu 

Robert Crane 

(Adjunct Instructor)  

rcrane@ucmo.edu   
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